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ECOLOGICAL AND NATURALISTIC WORK DEVELOPMENT IN
EXTRACURRICULAR EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS OF SUMY REGION

The article is devoted to the ecological and naturalistic work development in the
extracurricular education institutions of Sumy region. The conditions and forms of
organization of ecological and naturalistic work in extracurricular education institutions of
Sumy region in the second half of the XX — beginning of the XXI century are considered. It is
established that ecological and naturalistic work in the region has come a long way of
development and reform — from general secondary education to young naturalists stations
and complex institutions. In the ecological and naturalistic work development in
extracurricular education institutions of the Sumy region, two main periods are conditionally
distinguished, each of which is characterized by its own substantive and organizational
principles of ecological and naturalistic work.

Key words: extracurricular education institution, ecological-naturalistic work, student
youth, Sumy region.

Introduction. Ukraine’s integration into the world and European
community is impossible without educational system reforming, the national
education content updating, the main purpose and task of which is to affirm the
ideals of humanism, individual freedom, democracy, social and spiritual progress,
the universal and national values benefits. One of the directions of the national
education system reforming is the ecological worldview formation, readiness for
active environmental activities and, ultimately, ecological consciousness. In the
current environmental crisis, when human life is in danger, environmental
education of the younger generation, remains an urgent pedagogical problem.

Extracurricular education institutions in Ukraine have always played an
important role in the state’s educational system. The state has created and
continues to improve the extracurricular ecological and naturalistic work
system, which is implemented through the activities of young naturalists
stations, ecological and naturalistic centers, creative student associations, the
Minor Academy of Sciences, ecological and naturalistic departments.

Objective analysis of the ecological and naturalistic work development
in extracurricular education institutions, theoretical generalization of
valuable pedagogical experience, allow to qualitatively update and improve
their educational work content. The effective methods and forms use in the



[leparoriuni Hayku: Teopis, icTopis, iHHOBauiHi TexHoJorii, 2021, Ne 2 (106)

clubs’ work and other creative student associations creates favorable
conditions for the development of students’ abilities and talents. It should
be noted that if the theoretical, semantic and organizational principles of
ecological and naturalistic work development of extracurricular education
institutions of Ukraine in general have already been explained, the issue of
this work development in Sumy region, in particular, has not received
adequate theoretical or applied reflection.

Analysis of relevant research. The scientific sources analysis has shown
that the issues of ecological-naturalistic work formation and development are
covered in the works of V.Verbytsky, G.Pustovit, V.Bereka, V.Kremen,
l. Riabchenko, O.Sukhomlynska, T.Sushchenko and others. However, the
historical and pedagogical literature study and research results analysis allowed
us to find out that the problem of extracurricular environmental and
naturalistic work development in Sumy region was not previously the subject of
a special study. This necessitated the analysis of the peculiarities of the regional
extracurricular education institutions development, the dependence of their
work content on different conditions, the identification of the real state of their
educational activities.

The aim of the article is to reveal theoretical and content principles of
ecological and naturalistic work development in extracurricular education
institutions of the Sumy region.

Research methods: search and bibliographic method of identifying
archival and bibliographic publications; classification and systematization of
literary sources related to the activities of extracurricular education
institutions; historical and pedagogical, comparative and statistical analysis of
facts and phenomena.

Results. Analyzing the ecological and naturalistic work development in
extracurricular education institutions of Ukraine, it can be argued that its
gradual development corresponded to certain forms and methods of the
educational process organizing, and its relationship with historical, socio-
economic and political changes in society (Verbytsky, 2018, p. 4). The latter led
to appropriate changes in the content, purpose and objectives of educational
technologies of extracurricular education institutions. Extracurricular education
institutions of Sumy region are not exception.

The ecological and naturalistic work development in extracurricular
education institutions of the Sumy region can be divided into two main periods:
| — the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (hereinafter — the USSR), Il —
formation and development of the Ukrainian state.
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The history of ecological and naturalistic work in Sumy region began in
the 1930s. The first naturalistic circles were created on the executive
authorities’ and local governments’ initiative in regional general secondary
education institutions. At the end of the 1930s, detachments of nature
conservationists and biological groups were established in other settlements of
the district. These student unions’ purpose was helping agricultural enterprises,
planting gardens and landscaping. Thus, the first detachment of young
naturalists was created in 1935 at the Vozdvyzhenska seven-year school of
Yampil district. Over time, there was an urgent need for methodological
assistance to general secondary education institutions in the ecological and
naturalistic work organization. To this end, the Regional Department of Public
Education in 1946 opened the first extracurricular education institution in the
region — the Regional Young Naturalists Station, which had its own educational
and research site and a wildlife corner. Creation of this institution became the
starting point for the ecological and naturalistic work development in the
region (The Yunnat movement in Ukraine, 2015, p. 24).

The station’s pedagogical staff organized circles work in the basic schools
in each district at which research land plots, fruit and ornamental plants
orchards were laid. In order to improve the material and technical base,
didactic material was produced by hand — natural visual aids. In 1949, the
Konotop young naturalists’ station was established, which employed groups of
young gardeners, agronomists and beekeepers.

In 1955, the Regional Young Naturalists Station coordinated the work of
997 groups of young naturalists, in which 39,000 pupils studied. In the 70’s and
80’s the institution worked on the development of the town and district
institutions network of extracurricular education of ecological and naturalistic
direction. During this period, 11 district young naturalists’ stations were
organized on a voluntary basis in rural areas on the support basic schools.

In 1963, for the first time in Ukraine, a district young naturalists’
station was established on a voluntary basis of Stepno Secondary School of
Yampil district, which became the center of the youth movement in the
district. The station’s young people established close ties with scientific
institutions of the country, conducted meaningful research and selection
work, worked student production teams, created rabbit farms, production
teams. Later, in 1971, the first budget district young naturalists’ station in
the region was opened in Yampil, which reached a special development in
the 80s. At its administration initiative, nature lovers’ clubs were established
in each general secondary education institution, and a number of district
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nature protection clubs were established at the institution. In addition, there
were film lectures on environmental issues, numerous mass events, lectures
on popular science films and so on.

In 1971, the Lebedyn District Youth House began its work, with a wildlife
corner, a photo laboratory and an aquarium fish farming office. There was a
training and research area with departments of vegetable growing and
floriculture, where research work was carried out. The institution promoted the
student school forestry activities, carried out work on afforestation and care of
young plantations, created the first forest ecological trails, conducted various
environmental actions and operations.

In summer students participated in research work on educational and
research sites, worked in student production teams, made field trips around
the country.

Sumy young naturalists’ station was founded in 1973, which became the
center of naturalistic and environmental work in the town. In 1979, the
institution had 80 clubs (floriculture, aquarium fish farming, animal physiology
and entomology, etc.).

Velyka Pysarivka district young naturalists’ station was established in
September 1978, in order to assist general secondary education institutions in
the ecological and naturalistic organization. The main direction of the circles
work was agricultural research. Subsequently, the ecological and
environmental work direction became popular among the pupils. Circles of
young ecologists and green patrols began their work.

The town department of education in 1979 created the Romny young
naturalists’ station. The institution organized the work of 15 groups for 382
pupils of different profiles — ecological, biological, agricultural, decorative and
applied, ecological and local lore. In the groups’ work, considerable attention
was paid to ecological trails, the purpose of which was educational
environmental work, research of biological diversity (White Book, 2020, p. 155).

In the 80’s there were 581 youth sections, 698 detachments of green
patrols, 330 — blue patrols, 180 clubs of nature lovers. These student
associations’” work was aimed at protecting and attracting animals, combating
soil erosion, protecting water bodies and saving their aquatic bioresources,
creating plantations, and ensuring their protection and reproduction.

In 1990, the first clubs were opened in the newly created Shostka young
naturalists’ station. The main content of the groups’ work was aimed at
obtaining additional education in biology, ecology and natural sciences, at the
same time, considerable attention was paid to environmental protection.
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Among the forms of ecological and naturalistic work of this period should
be noted individual and group creative student associations — clubs and circles, as
well as mass mobile and stationary — excursions, competitions, work on research
sites, etc. The groups worked only on educational programs recommended by the
Ministry of Education of the USSR and the Ministry of Education of the USSR.

At the end of this period, the share of excursion and expeditionary
forms of work increased in the extracurricular education content, the
purpose of which was to examine the ecological condition of Sumy region
rivers, forest massifs, nature protection objects, identify rare wildlife. Much
attention was paid to environmental work, including landscaping of schools
and settlements, forest planting, harvesting of medicinal raw materials,
attracting and protecting birds.

It should be noted that the content and activity of ecological and
naturalistic work in these years were influenced by various factors of socio-
economic nature. Conduct and ensure the development of youth stations
network, naturalistic circles, environmental, agricultural profiles and relevant
national events. For this period in Sumy region, as well as in the whole territory
of Ukraine, it was characteristic that in schools labor training, industrial practice
and socially useful work were introduced, much attention was paid to research
work on plant and animal husbandry, in rural and separate town schools there
were student production brigades, school forestry. As a result, environmental
issues were becoming increasingly important in the extracurricular activities
system. In the Yunnat movement of biological and agricultural directions there
were established research circles of one-branch orientation — young
geneticists-breeders, plant physiologists, agrochemists, microbiologists, young
physicians, space biology, etc. (Verbytsky, 2004, p. 36).

Thus, in these years there was a tendency to create student units,
production teams in the process of which there was a lot of ecological and
naturalistic scientific work direction, in which extracurricular education
institutions of the relevant direction have been directly involved.

Analyzing the state of the extracurricular educational system of the first
period, it should be said that its main achievement was creation of a multilevel
(palaces, clubs, stations, clubs, etc.) extracurricular institutions system, which
covered a large number of school-age children. Given that the primary task of
extracurricular institutions was supplementing the secondary schools
educational process, it should be noted that their attitude and development
took place quite separately and allowed to talk about extracurricular education
as a significant educational component in general (Milenin, 2013 p. 16).
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In the period of the Ukrainian state formation and development, the
Ukrainian educational system has been being reformed. At present, new
conceptual approaches to the ecological and naturalistic work organization have
being formed in extracurricular education institutions of the region, especially
those of ecological and naturalistic direction, changes in their structures have
been made, their forms and methods have been improved, profiles and age
groups have been adjusted as well as other creative associations.

At the beginning of this period, new extracurricular education
institutions were opened and reorganized. Thus, in 1993 the Krolevets district
young naturalists’ station was established, the development of which was
facilitated by the placement next to it of the object of nature reserve fund of
national importance — the botanical natural monument “Apple-colony”. In
1996, the ecological and naturalistic circle work was started at the Hlukhiv
young technicians’ station. Subsequently, their number has increased to 4. The
educational groups programs provided for the participation of students in
exhibitions, competitions, environmental actions, hikes, excursions and so on.

Radical changes in the ecological and naturalistic work organization in the
region took place in 1997, when as a result of reorganization of three regional
specialized institutions of extracurricular education, Sumy regional center of
extracurricular education and work with talented youth was created. An
ecological and naturalistic department was created in the institution structure. Its
purpose — coordination of ecological-naturalisticc nature protection,
methodological work in education institutions of the area. More than 50 groups of
18 profiles have been organized, covering about 800 pupils. In cooperation with
scientific and pedagogical workers of higher education institutions of the town the
work on involvement of pupils in research work, carrying out of regional scientific
and practical conferences, competitions, excursions were carried out. Thanks to
this cooperation, a collection of ornamental plants was formed and experiments
were conducted on the introduction of rare and endangered wild species of flora
of the Sumy region (The Yunnat movement in Ukraine, 2015, p. 28).

The complex institution of extracurricular education carries out educational
process methodological support; raising the teachers’ professional level, teachers’
information and methodological support on education, pedagogy, environmental
and naturalistic work. In addition, it develops and publishes teaching and
methodological manuals based on generalized materials of promising pedagogical
experience. The program-methodological providing of circles activity is carried
out, establishes cooperation with the state establishments, education institutions
of all levels, and also various public organizations.



[legaroriuni Hayku: Teopis, icTopis, iHHOBawilHi TexHoJiorii, 2021, Ne 2 (106)

The sphere of the extracurricular world entered an important
development stage and acquired a better state with the adoption of the Law of
Ukraine “On Extracurricular Education” in 2000. The importance of ecological
and naturalistic work in the extracurricular educational system, which was
based on the principles of humanism, continuity, continuity, diversity and
variability, voluntariness, accessibility and practical orientation, is growing both
for the individual and for the country as a whole (Verbytsky, 2008, pp. 5).

In 2006, Sumy Youth Station was reorganized into a comprehensive
extracurricular education institution — Sumy Center for Ecological and Naturalistic
Creativity of Student Youth, which later has become one of the largest extra-
curricular education institutions of ecological and naturalistic direction in Ukraine.

Currently, ecological and naturalistic work is carried out in specialized
extracurricular education institutions — Shostka, Krolevets and Konotop young
naturalists stations, Sumy center of ecological and naturalistic students’
creativity, Yampil, Velyka Pysarivka young naturalists’ stations of local
settlements. At Bilopillia district center for children and youth creativity there is
a department of ecological work and agricultural research, ecological and
naturalistic department, Hlukhiv extracurricular educational center, Lebedyn
district house of children and vyouth creativity, Romny extracurricular
educational and work center with talented young people, Putivl extracurricular
work, the naturalistic and local lore department works center.

During the Ukrainian state formation and development, various forms of
ecological and naturalistic work are diversified, including: individual and group,
mobile mass and stationary — preparation of reports, essays, presentations, work
of creative student associations (sections, clubs, student forestry and naturalistic
schools), travel, campaigns, expeditions, excursions, conferences, actions, relay
races, tournaments, competitions-defense of research works, agitation brigades
work. Most of the groups work according to the author’s educational programs, as
well as those recommended by the National Ecological and Naturalistic Center for
Student Youth of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.

It should be noted that the groups work in the first period was aimed at the
practical competence formation in natural sciences, such as agriculture, ecology
and biology. The latter is due to political and ideological factors. The second
period is characterized by a change in the circles profile in accordance with the
social order and taking into account the pupils’ motivational components.

Powerful experience of ecological camps and schools on organizing,
conducting ecological expeditions and field training practices is accumulated
and generalized. An example of the latter is the interaction with higher



[leparoriuni Hayku: Teopis, icTopis, iHHOBauiHi TexHoJorii, 2021, Ne 2 (106)

education institutions and institutions of the region nature reserve fund — the
camp “Desnianski Zori” is held on the national nature park territory
“Desniansko-Starohutsky" and summer biological school “Vakalivshchyna”, on
the territory of the biological educational and scientific site of Sumy State
Pedagogical University named after A. S. Makarenko.

In the quarantine conditions caused by the epidemic of the COVID-19
virus, distance learning is widely introduced into the practice of ecological and
naturalistic work.

This contributed to the diversification of forms of scientific and
methodological work of extracurricular education institutions. On their official
websites, separate sections have been created, which contain various
guidelines for distance learning, theoretical and practical video lessons,
recommendations for students on various issues related to the educational
process in quarantine. In addition, the extracurricular project activities have
been intensified (Education in Ukraine, 2020).

During this period, the priorities of extracurricular ecological and
naturalistic work changed. Personality development, career guidance and early
profiling, prevention of negative childhood manifestations, helping each child
to believe in their abilities and discover their own potential, provide additional
knowledge and practical skills necessary for successful self-realization in
adulthood come to the fore.

Conclusions and prospects for further research. The ecological and
naturalistic work development in Sumy region during the Soviet era was
determined by socio-political, economic and pedagogical factors. Among them,
the most significant were the political and ideological, which determined the
activities of schools and extracurricular education institutions, the education
purpose, the state and features of the organization of the educational process.
The ideas of reforming the educational space had a special influence during this
period. Ecological and naturalistic work in extracurricular education institutions
was carried out by applying forms and methods that corresponded to the
attitudes of the ruling party and initially had a predominantly agricultural
inclination. Ecological and naturalistic work during the Ukrainian state
formation has passed the path of development and reform — from stations of
young naturalists to complex extracurricular education institutions in which the
circles profile changes according to the social order and pupils’ motivational
components.

During this period, the priorities of extracurricular ecological and
naturalistic work have changed. At the forefront are — personal development,
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career guidance and early profiling, prevention of negative childhood
manifestations, helping each child to believe in their abilities and discover their
own potential, providing additional knowledge and the life skills formation.

In the future, prospects for further research are seen in revealing the
peculiarities of organizing programs and using methods of the ecological and
naturalistic work of other regions of Ukraine — Chernihiv and Kharkiv.
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PE3IOME

Beptenb Bnagucnas. Pa3BuTMe  3KONOro-HaTypanuctuyeckoro  pabotbl B
yyperAeHMAX BHELWKoIbHOro obpasoBaHma Cymckoi obnactu.

Cmamoea noceaweHa passumMuUKO  3K0A020-Hamypanaucmuveckoli pabomel 8
yypemoeHuUAX 8HeWKonbHo20 obpasosaHus CymcKol obaacmu. PaccmompeHsl ycnosua u
opmbl  0p2aHU3AUUU  3KO0/1020-HaMypanucmuyeckozo pabomel 8  yupencOeHusax
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BHEeWKonbHo20 0bpaszosaHua Cymckoli obaacmu 8o emopoli nonosuHe XX — Hayane XXI
8EeKA. YcmaHo8s1eHO, YMo 3K0s1020-Hamypaaucmu4yeckaa paboma 8 peauoHe rnpowna
doneuli nyme pazsumusa U pegpopmuposaHus — om y4ypemodeHull obujeeo cpedHez20
06pa308aHUA K CMAHUUAM OHbIX HAMypaaucmos U KOMIAEKCHbIX y4ypercoeHul. B
pas’suMuUU 3K0s1020-Hamypaaucmuyeckol pabomel 80 8HeWKOMbHbIX y4YpercoeHusax Cymckol
obsnacmu  ycnoeHo 8bldesieHbl 08a OCHOBHbIX nepuoda, Kaxwobll U3 KOMopebIX
xapakmepusyemcs  cOb6CMBEHHbIMU  COOepHamesnibHoIMU U 0P2aHU3AUUOHHbIMU
MPUHYUNAMU 3K01020-HamMypaaucmu4yeckoz2o pabomel.

Knwouesble cnoea: 3asedeHue  BHEWKO/bHO20  06pA308aHUA,  3KO/020-
Hamypanucmuyeckasa paboma, yyawaaca moanoodexs, Cymckasa obaacme.

AHOTALIA

Beptenb Bnagucnas. Po03BMTOK €KO/MOro-HaTypanicTMyHOi poboTM B 3aKiagax
no3aLKifbHOT ocBiTM CymcbKoi 0b1acTi.

‘Cmammasa npuceaYeHa Po3BUMKY eK0s020-Hamypanicmu4yHoi pobomu 8 3aKknadax
no3awkinobHoi ocsimu Cymcbkoi obaacmi. PosensHymo ymoeu ma ¢opmu opeaHi3ayii
eKono020-HamypanicmuyHoi pobomu 8 3axkanadax no3awkinsHoi ocgimu CymcoKoi obaacmi y

Opyeili nonosuHi XX — noyamky XXI cmonimmsa. YcmaHoesieHo, W0 eKos020-
HamypanicmuyHa poboma 8 pezioHi npoliwna mpusanuli wWAAX PO3BUMKY ma
pegopmyesaHHs — 8i0 3aKknadie 3a2anbHOi cepedHboi ocsimu 00 CcmaHuyili  HUX

Hamypasnicmie ma KOMAAEKCHUX yCMAaHo8. Y po38UmKy eKos1020-Hamypanicmu4Hoi pobomu
8 no3awkinbHuUx ycmaHosax CymcbKoi obaacmi ymosHo eudineHo 08a OCHOBHUX repiodu,
KOY(EH i3 AKUX XapaKmepu3yeMbCs 8/1ACHUMU 3MiCMOBHUMU Ma opeaHizayiliHumu 3acadamu
eKosno020-Hamypanicmu4yHoi  pobomu. YcmaHoeneHo, WO pO38UMOK  €K0s020-
Hamypanicmu4yHoi po6omu Ha CymuwuHi 3a Yyacie CPCP 8u3Ha4ascA CycrninbHO-NoAiMu4YHUMU,
eKOHOMIYHUMU ma 1eda202iYHUMU YUHHUKAMU. 3-omix< Hux Halcymmesiwumu 6ynau
nosimuko-ioeonoeiyHi. Ocobausuli enaus y uel nepiod manu idei pedopmMy8aHHA
0c8iMHbO20 npocmopy. Exkonozo-Hamypanicmu4yHa poboma 8 3aKAa0ax Mo3aWKinbHOI
ocsimu 30ilicCHI08G/10CE WAAXOM 3ACMOCY8AHHA Gopm i memodis, AKi eidnosidanu
YCMaHOBKAM MpasaAYoi napmii i mMaau cnovYamky nepesamcHo CinbCbKo20Cnoo0apcbKuli
HanpAam. EKonozo-HamypanicmuyHa poboma 3a 4acie cmaHosneHHA YKpaiHCbKoi depxasu
npolwna Wwaax po3sumkKy ma pegpopmysaHHA — 8i0 cmaHyili toHUX Hamypasnicmie 00
KOMIMAEKCHUX OCBIMHIX MO3AWKIiNbHUX YCMAHO8, Y AKUX 3MIHIOEMbCA NPoginbHicMb 2ypmkie
8i0N08iIOHO 00 COUiasnbHO20 3aMOB/AEHHA MA MomMueayiliHUX KOMMOHEeHmMi8 suxo8aHuis. Y
ubomy nepiodi 3MiHUAUCA npiopumemu rno3awKinbHoOIi eKono2o-HamypanicmuyHoi pobomu.
Ha nepwuli naaH 8uxodsme: po38UMOK ocobucmocmi, npogopieHMayia ma paHHA
npoginizauis, nonepedxeHHsa He2amueHUX OUMSAYUX MposAesie, 00NoMo2a KOMHIiU OUMUHI
nosipumu 8 ceoi 30i6Hocmi ma po3Kpumu 6adcHuUli nomeHyian, HAOAHHA 000aMKOB8UX
3HAHb MA OPMYBAHHSA HUMMEBOI KOMIemeHMHoCM.

Knarouoei cnoea: 3aKk1a0 No3awWKinbHOI 0c8imu, eKosno2o-HamypasnicmuyHa poboma,
YUYHiBcbKa moanods, CymcbKa 0baacme.
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